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I can’t believe it is 4 months since the last newsletter.  What a 4 months it has been!  Spring is finally here after being stuck in snow for a week in February and having to dig our way into the office.  It is lovely to sit at our desks looking at the sunshine and walk the dogs up the hill with Buzzards and Red Kites riding the thermals and the sky larks singing their way towards them.
You will be glad to know that it’s not all “Spring Watch” (minus Bill Oddie) at the BUILD HQ we have actually been very busy.  During the first quarter of the year we have continued to work within BUILD’s agreed strategic objectives.
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Commonwealth Accreditation

We have heard from the Commonwealth Secretariat that our application to be accredited to the Commonwealth has been approved!  They are “pleased to hear about BUILD’s work and how it supports the values and programmes of the Commonwealth and particularly noted our involvement in the Commonwealth People’s Fourms in Malta and Kampala”.  

Commonwealth Ministers and Heads of Government Meetings

There are real opportunities for working at four upcoming Commonwealth Meetings and providing BUILD members with a platform for promoting partnerships at these meetings.

Geneva - 9 May -Stakeholders meeting prior to the Commonwealth Health Minister’s Meeting.  
This can provide us with an opportunity to promote health care partnerships across the 
Commonwealth.
Kuala Lumpur - 15 – 18 June - Stakeholders Meeting prior to the Commonwealth Education
 Ministers Meeting.  Again we want to promote educational partnerships across the 
Commonwealth.
Trinidad & Tobago - 22 – 26 November - Commonwealth People’s Forum prior to the CHOGM whose theme will be “Partnering for a More Equitable and Sustainable Future”.  This should provide us with an excellent framework to encourage the development of community-based partnerships across the Commonwealth.
In addition we are working with the Commonwealth Foundation, British Council and VSO in Yaoundé to run a conference in Cameroon 8-9 May following their West and Central Africa regional meeting, to look at the potential for setting up national linking associations in the countries of West and Central Africa and a BUILD in that region.

Meeting with Dr Luis Sambo, Africa Director of WHO

We had the opportunity of bringing together representatives of the health sector of BUILD to a meeting with Dr Luis Gomez Sambo, Africa Director of WHO to share with him the partnership work that is currently going on between health care institutions here and in Africa. Andrew Purkis from THET; Dr Nick Bass from the East London Mental Health Care Trust; Peter Minhinnett from the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health; Vanessa Jessop and Helen Preston from Medsin (Medical Students International); Terri Cheshire from LifeLine International; Johannes Waltz from Pfizer and Shahid Sharif from Connections for Development all gave presentations about the partnership work that they are doing.

Dr Sambo was extremely positive about this work and has invited us to present the case for health care partnerships to African Health Ministers at one of their regular meetings. He particularly referred to the meeting to be held in Rwanda in August.

Meeting with Nigel Griffiths MP

We met with Nigel Griffiths, Chairman of our all-party parliamentary group to discuss strategy for the next few months. We agreed that:-

1. We will invite Polvols (11 MP Volunteers who did three week placements with VSO in the South during the summer recess 2008) to a meeting with BUILD members at 2.00 on 21st April 2009, in Committee Room 13 to discuss the potential for promoting and supporting community partnerships at a constituency level. 

2. Prior to the Commonwealth Health Ministers meeting in Geneva (May 2009) and Commonwealth Education Ministers meeting in KL (June 2009) we will meet with the respective Ministers (Ben Bradshaw,  Health Minister – committed to Exeter/ Ethiopia link) and (Ed Balls, Sec of State for Education – committed to school linking). We will meet with Hazel Blears, Sec of State for CLG to discuss role of Local Authorities in Linking.

3. We have already sent a paper to Hilary Benn at DEFRA inviting to meet him to discuss international role of DEFRA in relation to food security and linking.

MEPs

At a local level we have been engaged in organising a meeting in Marlborough Town Hall with candidates for the different political parties from the South West region who will be standing at the European elections on 4 June. Again this will be an opportunity to hear from them about their attitudes to international development and inform them of the role that community partnerships can and should play. 

Baroness Meacher

We were invited to meet at the Lords with Baroness Meacher and Dr Nick Bass to discuss BUILD’s work. She is the Chairman of the East London Mental Health Trust and it was an opportunity to impress on her the importance of the work of BUILD and the value we hold of the ELMHT’s work with Butabika Hospital in Uganda, as a shining example of what can be achieved within the context of health care links.
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Fairtrade Towns Conference Lyon 6-7 February 2009. 

The Fairtrade Foundation is a member of BUILD. This was the third European Fairtrade Towns Conference with 105 attendees from all over Europe and at which Craig Owen (Gold Star Coordinator in Wales) and Nick Maurice jointly ran a workshop on the role of community linking in promoting Fairtrade. It was a good meeting with lots of opportunities for networking not least with Samuel Ofiro from the cocoa producing community of New Koforidua (the first Fairtrade Town in Africa!) linked to Garstang, the first Fairtrade Town in the world! Arising from our workshop there was:-

· total endorsement of the potential for using partnership linking by Fairtrade Towns in Europe with counterparts in producer communities as a means to promoting trade justice

· a recognition of the potential for bringing Trade Justice and Fairtrade into the linking movement e.g. in the context of Gold Star Communities

· recognition of the potential for lobbying for trade justice on behalf of partners through linking.
Community Level Action for Sustainable Development

We have held meetings recently with a number of people representing organisations that are bringing about change at a community level e.g. Transition Towns; Fairtrade Towns; Gold Star Communities; UK One World Linking Association; Forum for the Future; Soil Association; Making Local Food Work. It seems that there is a growing movement of activists working in different sectoral areas but with the same ultimate goal.

As with the Charity 2020 meeting in which BUILD had a catalytic role in bringing together senior representatives of the voluntary sector to explore the future of international development in the new world of web technology, so it seems that there is a role for BUILD in bringing together these community-based initiatives to share their work and explore the potential for collaboration. We have been in touch with Schumacher College at Dartington in Totnes, Devon who have expressed willingness to host such a meeting.

Database of Links
The structure of the database is now finalised and Pepi has begun inputting the links that we have so far.  We have a volunteer starting after Easter who will take over the inputting of data which will take at least 4 months.  As you can imagine it is very time consuming but once finished it will be a remarkable resource and we will be able to cross-reference links by the:

· Country with which they are linked

· Which political constituency they are in

· Which Local authority

· Which Strategic Health Authority

· Which Catholic and Anglican diocese

· Which Sector

And so the list goes on ……

If you / your organisation has or is involved directly in linking you will have received an email from Alan Duffy who is very kindly collecting all the links to pass on to Pepi, If you haven’t yet given your information to Pepi please do so as soon as possible.  If you have data protection issues please rest assured that this information will not be passed onto a third party.  When writing to MPs the letter will go out under the names of BUILD and the organisation who supplied the information.
We must thank Douglas Blausten from Cyril Leonard who donated the funds needed to complete the database out of their African Development Fund.

Charney Manor Meeting 29 - 30 June 2009

We held a productive meeting with Margaret Burr of Humanities Education Centre, Howard Jones from Eden Project and Lynn Cutler from UKOWLA to discuss the agenda for the meeting. It was agreed that we need to inform and gain support for the work of BUILD from the four sectors, Corporate, Charitable, Media and Political and we are in the process of attracting high profile people from these sectors, a) to hear about partnership linking work at the grassroots and b) understand BUILD’s role in promoting these partnerships and c) to look at ways in which they might help to spread the reach and impact of BUILD’s work.

BUILD presentations

We have given presentations on BUILD’s work to

· “Schools and Diversity” Conference in Peterborough 

· Chartered Institute of Environmental Health Officers International meeting  

· International Meeting of County International Commissioners for Scouts

We have held meetings with 

· Salvation Army 

· Achievers International

· Faith Matters 

· Tony Blair Foundation (Ian Linden) 

· Christian Muslim Foundation (Julian Bond) 

· LGA International (Libby Ferguson)
· Mali Development Group 

We have spent time reviewing a new publication from THET “A Health Links Manual” and Commonwealth Briefing Paper on Educational Links in preparation for the 17CCEM.

Charity 2020. We were peripherally involved in the bringing together in January at Cisco’s headquarters in London, leaders in the field of communications with Chief Executives of voluntary organisations (Mind, Raleigh International, The Media Trust, WWF, THET, Gemin-i, Eden Project and BUILD) to look at “what could charity work might look like in 2020?” given the rapid advances in technology and communications systems. It was an interesting meeting which provoked considerable discussion amongst the participants and it is hoped that there will be a follow-up workshop to explore the issues in more detail.

Funding

With a staff of three our overheads are low, but as with all voluntary organisations this is a difficult time for us and of necessity a large amount of time is having to be being spent on putting in funding applications.  We must not forget that the economic climate is much tougher for those whom we are working to benefit.
Nick Maurice

nick@build-online.org.uk

Fredskorpset Norway is in an exciting period where we are waiting for the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign affairs decision on who should take over as our new general director after Mr Tor Elden. 

The Foreign Committee of the Parliament commented on our work in its appropriation for 2009 to emphasise the need to focus on work aimed at municipalities and counties 
which in time will increase our opportunities to build more and stronger partnerships 
between Norwegian communities and communities in Africa, Asia and Latin-America.
FK-Norway together with the Association of Local and Regional Authorities is running a national conference on local partnerships in late May. We expect a wide participation from Norwegian local communities, mayors, administrative management and not least the dedicated players in local partnerships. We hope that this conference will help to pave the way for even more partnerships with local communities in the south.

Ole Bjorn Ileby

ole.ileby@fredskorpset.no
__________________________________
Highlights from the Fairtrade Foundation

Fairtrade Fortnight is an annual campaign that brings together all actors in the Fairtrade movement to make a massive splash. Fairtrade Fortnight 2009 (23 February – 8 March) was no exception and brought together activists, shops, schools, businesses and NGOs under the banner ‘Choose Fairtrade. Make it Happen’. Thousands of events were organised by supporters across the county and over 430,000 people took part in setting a new world record for the most people munching a Fairtrade banana over 24 hours. There was a serious message behind the fun of fashion shows and best-dressed banana competitions and a new report was launched at the start of Fairtrade Fortnight. The Global Food Crisis and Fairtrade: Small farmers, big solutions? The report warns that efforts to tackle the global food crisis will fail without urgent action to support small farmers in developing countries and flags up Fairtrade as a crucial lifeline, particularly in the current climate.  The report also calls on governments and businesses to do more to make trade work for developing countries. Read the executive summary and full report online at 
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/fairtrade_fortnight/fairtrade_fortnight_2009/global_food_crisis_and_fairtrade2/default.aspx
The report was launched at a high level conference attended by government officials, international NGOs, small farmer representatives and businesses. The conference discussed the impact of rocketing food, fuel and fertilizer prices and volatile commodity markets on small farmers and their families and looked at the business case for small farmer support. Read the whole report and watch keynote speakers online at
www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/fairtrade_fortnight 

Fairtrade is a practical response to the challenges facing small farmers in developing countries and one way we – as shoppers and citizens - can bring about change. Cadbury’s announced that all Dairy Milk will be Fairtrade certified by the end of this year, trebling the benefits going back to cocoa farmers in Ghana. This seismic shift can be traced back to a vicar, speaking about Fairtrade and calling on big companies to do their bit.  A significant Cadbury’s employee was in the congregation and the rest, as they say, is history! Choose Fairtrade. Make it Happen and visit www.fairtrade.org.uk/getinvolved to find out more 

Hannah Reed

hannah.reed@fairtrade.org.uk

__________________________________

International Fairtrade Towns Conference in Lyon

Over 100 people from 18 countries attended the third International Fairtrade Towns conference in Lyon on the 6 and 7 February 2009. There were 19 delegates from all corners of the UK including Dundonald in Northern Ireland, Devon, Haworth, Jersey and the Welsh and Scottish Fair Trade Forums. 

This was to be the last conference organised in partnership by the Fairtrade Foundation, UK, Max Havelaar Belgium and Max Havelaar France as part of the three year EU funded project aimed at supporting and encouraging the spread of Fairtrade Towns across Europe. With over 650 Fairtrade Towns in 18 countries worldwide it is hoped and expected that these international conferences and international coordination will continue. One of the outcomes of the EU funded project will be an interactive International Fairtrade Towns website and one of the workshops at the conference explored a future strategy for the international Fairtrade Towns network.

North – South links again featured at the conference with a workshop exploring the expectations and opportunities around ‘Fairtrade Links’. As well as the increase in understanding that can be gained from forming a link there are many other ways that Fairtrade Town initiatives in the North could learn from their Southern partners e.g. the French system does not involve the churches whereas in Africa the faith groups are prominent in community development. 

It was suggested that linking may be the next step for Fairtrade Towns in Sweden where the Fairtrade Cities campaign is blossoming. The Marlborough – Gunjur link have already effectively used their link to campaign on Trade Justice issues. Lobbying of the House of Lords led to a Fair Fisheries agreement that finally led to restrictions on Spanish trawlers entering the waters used by Gambian fishermen and depleting their community stocks. The newly formed ‘Fair Trade triangle’ between Garstang, the world’s first Fairtrade Town, the cocoa farming community of New Koforidua in Ghana and Media, the first Fair Trade Town in the USA, took part in a joint banana eating world record event for Fairtrade Fortnight. Over 2,000 people from the three communities ate bananas together to promote Fairtrade and hopefully increase the sales of Fairtrade bananas.

Those attending the conference were delighted to be joined by three delegates from the South; Samuel from Ghana, Marcio from Brazil and Diego from Ecuador. Alfenas in Brazil declared itself the first ‘Southern’ Fair Trade Town on Boxing Day last year and the concept of Fair Trade Towns in the South was also explored in a workshop. The three cases presented for discussion all involved a North-South linking relationship. Samuel from New Koforidua in Ghana proposed that they use their link with Garstang to promote the concept of Fairtrade with the eventual hope of bringing the Fairtrade labeling system to Ghana. Marcio from Alfenas in Brazil proposed the concept of ‘Producer’ as well as ‘Consumer’ Fair Trade Towns and would like to see actual trading relationships set up between linked communities. Finally Diego from Ecuador had already developed a model of ‘Producer’ Fair Trade Towns and again wanted to see them form links with Fairtrade Towns in the North.

For further information on Fairtrade Towns visit the Fairtrade Foundation website at www.fairtrade.org.uk or contact Bruce Crowther, the Fairtrade Towns Coordinator  on tel: 01995 601258. 
Bruce Crowther

Fairtrade Towns Coordinator

bruce.crowther@fairtrade.org.uk
__________________________________

UKOWLA

Visas

Led by Mike Carrick (UKOWLA Trustee and member) we initiated discussion at the UKOWLA National Conference in November about members’ experiences of visa applications.  Having gathered a variety of stories, tips and useful contact advice, and having written letters in support of members , we’ll be compiling a ‘handy tips’ type leaflet that shares practical advice that UKOWLA members have used for successful visa applications. So alongside Keith Best’s (Immigration Advisory Service) article in the current OWL and IAS technical information, we hope this will help to maximise overseas partners’ successful visa applications for incoming visitors.  We will continue to lobby through BUILD for realistic visa awarding process for incoming visitors for partnership links.

Three cheers for DFID Global School Partnerships (DFID GSP) (thanks to Andy Egan from our British Council partner for the idea of 3 cheers!).  

UKOWLA is one of the 4 consortium members that manages and delivers this programme along-side VSO, British Council and Cambridge Education Foundation.  DFID GSP is a programme that supports educational and mutually beneficial school partnership links between schools in the UK and schools from countries across Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.
Cheer 1; Quality - an award winning programme! (www.ukowla.org.uk for more information and see below).  DFID GSP consortium was presented with the World Aware Education Award 2008 by the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe at a ceremony in Budapest on 21 March. The award recognises the programme’s ‘excellence in networking, partnerships and co-ordination to increase and improve global education.’

“The World Aware Education Award International Jury has awarded DFID Global School Partnerships, the World Aware Education Award 2008 for excellence in networking, partnerships and co-ordination to increase and improve global education’’ Denis Huber, Executive Director, North-South Centre of the Council of Europe
Visit the UKOWLA website for more information

Cheer 2; Quantity - achieving targets for growth! (www.dfid.gov.uk/funding/globalschools.asp for more information)  DFID GSP reached the DFID target of 1,800 global school partnerships on 27 March. This target, to be achieved by 31 March 2009, was announced by Gordon Brown and Hilary Benn in Mozambique in April 2006. 

Cheer 3; Continuity - a new 3 year contract to be awarded shortly! (www.britishcouncil.org/globalschools for more information).
DFID will shortly be announcing and launching the DFID GSP programme for the next 3 years.  In the meantime, visit the DFID DGSP consortium website and those of individual of the consortium members for information on support available; The DFID GSP consortium consists of UKOWLA (www.ukowla.org.uk ), VSO, Cambridge Education Foundation, and British Council. 

Update on DFID Community Links programme;

DFID have put back the notification of who will manage this programme until May 2009 (originally due to start early in 2009).  UKOWLA (with 2 other organisations) has submitted a tender to manage the DFID Community Links programme which will be a £3 million programme over 3 years to support community partnership links.  It is so closely aligned to the core work of UKOWLA, that we have felt we had to give it our best effort; we now wait with bated breath for May.

Funding

We are delighted that former supporters and donors continue to help us in the current year and we remain very grateful to them.  We shall need to continue to seek financial support for core work and new contracts to widen the reach of UKOWLA and partnership linking.  Some approaches are already being made but the tempo will need to speed up in the coming months to ensure our continuing work and development of more localised support for our members across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

 Future dates

· UKOWLA Youth Conference; Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 July 2009 in Sheffield.  We are currently confirming the programme and venue.  More details out soon.  Contact lynn@ukowla.org.uk if you have specific requests for inclusion or know of a potential sponsor.
· UKOWLA AGM; Saturday 7 November 2009 in Sheffield.  We would like to move the AGM around the United Kingdom, after all we are a national organisation, and so will increasingly  provide opportunities for our UK members  to have local contact with UKOWLA.  We are still deciding on a theme and possible speakers / presenters. If you have ideas or would like to be involved, please contact Ian in the first instance (info@ukowla.org.uk ).

Lynn Cutler; Director

lynn@ukowla.org.uk


SoundAffects enhances international school partnerships by enabling children, through the medium of high quality pre-recorded audio, to hear their counterparts in their linked schools talking about the detail of their lives.  The audio project, which is led by radio producers Caroline Swinburne and Penny Boreham, allows children to ask each other questions, respond to each other’s curiosities, engage in a dialogue and share cross curriculum projects about subjects that matter to them and interest them.

In 2008, SoundAffects worked with sixteen linked schools in Ghana and the UK and now the project is expanding to include Sri 
Lanka and UK partnerships with recordings getting underway imminently. 

The overriding aim of SoundAffects is to make the relationships at the heart of these school links vivid and meaningful for the children involved, and to encourage empathy and the building of understanding through thoughtful engagement with other children.  In the course of this project work, Penny and Caroline have become aware that they are collecting an ever growing rich archive of high quality, hugely accessible and child motivated and driven recordings which are an invaluable educational resource.  They have decided to produce DVDs, incorporating the audio, lesson plans and still images, to support teachers in raising issues around global citizenship in an intimate and personal way. 

SoundAffects first DVD, “Where I live.  Denu, a town in eastern Ghana. Tregarth, a village in Gwynedd, Wales” will be launched on 1 May and supports the Geography and Citizenship Curriculum for primary schools with six lesson topics. All profits from the sale of the DVD (which will cost £35) will feed directly back into the charity to support project work.
There has been huge support for SoundAffects from teachers as well as from the children involved.  Two months ago, BBC Radio Four’s Go4it children’s programme featured SoundAffects’ work.  Presenter Barney Harwood, a well known face on CBBC, described SoundAffects as “a fantastic project” and the ‘GFI-ers’ (children invited on to the programme as guests) gave their own responses to hearing recordings from SoundAffects’ ‘My Family” project.  One commented “whenever I throw a tantrum and I say I hate my family, my mum reminds me that some kids in the world don’t even have families to look after them, don’t even have mums.  I don’t think I ever understood what that could mean until right now”.

(More information, a chance to hear the audio recordings and details of the 1 May release of SoundAffects new DVD can be found on their website www.soundaffects.org.uk)

Penny Boreham

penboreham@ntlworld.com

__________________________________
DFID Global School Partnerships – 

An award winning global education programme
Facing the huge challenge of developing equitable learning partnerships in an unequal world has been at the heart of DFID Global School Partnerships (DGSP) since the programme was established in 2003. Its achievement and expertise in supporting schools and teachers to encourage the development of learners as active global citizens has earned recognition from the Council of Europe’s North-South Centre. 

DGSP has been presented with a World Aware Education Award by an international jury for the programme’s ‘excellence in networking, partnerships and co-ordination to increase and improve global education.’ Andy Egan, DGSP Team Leader, was presented with the award by Dermot McGauran, First Secretary of the Irish Embassy in Hungary, at a ceremony held in Budapest on 21 March 2009. 


Andy said, ‘It is an honour to have been selected for this award. The ceremony in Budapest was attended by delegates from Education Ministries and NGOs from 23 European countries, and there was a lot of positive feedback about our focus on equity, learning and sustainability. The award is a fitting tribute to the efforts of the consortium partners and global team over the past 6 years. 
DGSP is a world-class programme developed and delivered by a world-class team, who have enabled teachers in more than 3,600 schools to bring the world into the classroom.’

DGSP was selected from numerous applications across Europe. The three winning projects nominated for WAEA 2008 laureates were: 

1. DFID Global School Partnerships – UK 

2. Operation Dagsvaerk for Global High Schools – Denmark

3. No Strings International and Trocaire – Ireland 

‘It’s good to see our successful collaboration with our client DFID and our consortium partners - Cambridge Education Foundation, UK One World Linking Association and VSO – being acknowledged in this positive way,’ said Desmond Lauder, Head of Contracts and Projects Delivery.

Angela Cook

Cambridge Education Foundation

Angela.Cook@camb-ed.com

__________________________________

Link Community Development 

Through our Link Schools Programme we are continuing to facilitate North – South school partnerships and provide support for partnerships between primary and secondary schools in the UK and in Ghana, Malawi, South Africa and Uganda. 


Correspondence events for school partners

As part of the programme LCD facilitates correspondence events for the schools. The theme for this academic year focuses on the Millennium Development Goals. A highlight in March was the annual postcard exchange with the topic based on a Chinese proverb - ‘Water – when you drink the water, consider the spring’.  This provided an excellent opportunity for both schools in the partnerships to work towards a common goal, thus strengthening the partnerships and motivating staff and students. Learners in both schools explored ideas and issues which were important to them and through exchanging their work they developed an understanding of how the theme matters to their partners.  The topic encouraged students to look at issues of sustainability around water, draw a postcard and write a message to students at their partner school.  
The theme links in with the Sustainable Schools agenda in the UK, but is also directly relevant for southern partner schools, as highlighted in the MDGs. 

Postcard created by a student at Taylor Road Primary School, linked to Kihungya Primary School in Uganda

Facilitating Reciprocal Visits

Feedback from schools shows that a reciprocal visit is often a key point in a school partnership as it provides an opportunity to get to know each other’s situation, to put the relationship on a firm grounding and agree on joint working.  It is also a great way of involving the wider school community in the partnership. However, the practical organisation of a visit can sometimes be difficult, especially when the Southern partner school is in a remote and rural area. Therefore the LSP teams in the UK and in the South also provide hands-on support for schools organising reciprocal visits with their partner schools and February half-term saw a flurry of visits to Ghana, South Africa and Uganda.  Currently several return visits to the UK are in the pipeline for the summer term and schools and LCD staff are working together to ensure the visitors are getting their visas in time to travel. 

Sue Schirmer

sue@lcd.org.uk

__________________________________
Intuitive Media provide the BAFTA winning SuperClubsPLUS, which is the safest social network for children and is connecting children around the world. With safety and learning at the heart of SuperClubsPLUS.com and GoldStarCafe.net, members are very motivated and active to make friends and understand each other. There are now over 200,000 members from around the world participating in international projects.

Weather Watch project
150 schools from around the world are taking part in the Weather Watch project. They have recorded the daily weather over the last few months and results are published on SuperClubsPLUS.com. Over 2000 International pupils have created web pages on SCP about the weather. These feature the horrors of the Bush fires in Australia , where many of SCP members come from. The contributions feature poems, art work, photographs and music.  Video Conferencing with Flash Meetings, brought children together from many countries where they talked of their own experiences of flooding, thunderstorms, droughts and bush fires.

Hot Seat
A SCP Hot Seat enabled schools from Australia, Estonia, Czech Republic, Poland, Kenya, the Orkney Islands and Kent to join in an interview with BBC Weather Forecaster Kaye Forster for an hour's Flash Meeting. Children quizzed her on the reasons for the weather challenges we face around the world asking questions about the weather,

CPD in Kenya
IM Teacher Partner, Colette Cotton made a second visit to Kenya in Feb 09 to support the 20 schools and 3,000 pupils from Kenya and Tanzania who use SCP/GSC to enable pupils to participate in collaborative projects, 24 teachers from 16 schools had a day's ICT training by our International Teacher Partner at Peponi School in Nairobi.

BRITISH COUNCIL ISA Award 

At the British Council’s 10th Birthday Party for the ISA in Birmingham, SCP/GSC/SNG was used in a presentation to demonstrate how safe, mediated ICT can be used to link schools across the world together safely. SCP and GSC provides many of the features required for schools not only to gain their ISA but also to create sustainable links around the world.

Carole Fletcher

carole.fletcher@intuitivemedia.com

__________________________________

READ International

Back in February, during national student volunteering week, READ International launched Britain’s Biggest Book Drive. Our student groups across the UK collected over 34,000 books and raised of £17,000 in just one week.  As with all the books we collect, they will be sorted to find the best quality, most up to date and relevant books for the recipients in Tanzania.  In May we’ll be shipping our largest consignment to date – 300,000 books.  We had an internal competition to see which Project raised the most cash and collected the most books during that week.  Our Warwick Book Project raised the most (£1558) and the Kent Book Project came second (£1,300).  The Norwich Book Project collected the most books.  Beyond these great achievements, all of the worked hard and did a superb job throughout the week.

Rob Wilson

robert.wilson@readinternational.org.uk

__________________________________

BBC World Class
We have been using the network of linking schools to give young people a voice in the build up to the G20 London Summit on 2-3 April. 
Working with the BBC News interactive and our partners the British Council to encourage young people in twinning schools to share their views on the global economic downturn. The "Cruncharama" project is an online map which you can view here on the BBC News website:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/7945944.stm
It is well worth reading comments from young people in Mexico, China, Saudi Arabia, India, Swaziland, South Africa, Kenya, UK, Canada, India, Pakistan, across Europe and beyond. If the school is 'twinning' it has a blue balloon.  Click on the balloons to read young peoples' comments.  Or click on "Read more from schools" for more thoughts and ideas from young people around the world. 

As a result of this project, BBC World Service's morning News programme, World Today has broadcast a series of young people's views across last week.  You can catch up with their thought-provoking interviews here: http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/news/2009/03/090325_g20_youth_wt_sl.shtml
Find all these link on www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass - check out the Our Stories section, or sign up for our monthly eNewsletter to keep up to date.
Virginia Crompton

virginia@bbc.co.uk


The Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) is a youth development charity working to enable young people to become global citizens through sharing lives, developing friendships, exchanging ideas and working together.  

CYEC’s main objectives are the development of young people and the promotion of Commonwealth and international understanding.  CYEC works to further these objectives through:

· Benefitting young people by supporting the development of 
locally managed high quality exchange visits and programmes that promote skills for active global citizenship and intercultural understanding 

· Supporting youth-led development activities and networks that promote interchange and young people’s voice in the Commonwealth

· Raising awareness of the Commonwealth, especially among young people
Demographics dictate that it is crucial that young people are recognised as key stakeholders in the future of the Commonwealth and, of course, are crucial partners in development and linking. All 

CYEC’s programmes are modeled on, and informed by, the key principle of youth participation.  Activities are designed ‘by and with’ young adults as opposed to ‘for’ young people.

CYEC has two main programme areas - two way group exchanges linking UK young people in local communities with their peers across the Commonwealth and the development of Pan Commonwealth initiatives supporting young adults as active citizens contributing to development in their communities and across the Commonwealth network.   

Over the last year CYEC supported 1200 young adults on 52 two-way group exchanges involving 20 countries with grants, advice, training, publications and events.  In the same period we published and disseminated the recommendations from the last Commonwealth Youth Forum ’Young People & Development: Breaking Barriers, Unleashing Potential’ and commenced work with a young adult team and Trinidad and Tobago partners planning the next Commonwealth Youth Forum which will be held at the same time as the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Port of Spain in November 2009.  CYEC is leading on the delivery of Debate to Action (a British Council and World Bank MDG’s youth awareness and action project) in Wales, and CYEC’sYouth Action Group have been developing a new CYEC website and coordinating a ‘Young People and the Commonwealth’ event to mark last month’s Commonwealth Day.  2009 is the Commonwealth’s 60th Anniversary with a theme of ‘The Commonwealth@ 60 – serving a new generation’.

CYEC is an active member of a number of development education, linking and global youth work networks including the DfID Civil Society Youth Network.

Vic Craggs

vic@cyec.org.uk
__________________________________

Africa Invest Fund Management has now secured 7 Sub Saharan African Government agreements on staple crop production in country. Coupled with a focus on poverty alleviation we are now advancing to asset gathering in Q2 2009. In our pilot project in Malawi, we have completed baseline surveys in the communities impacted by our farming and developed a community development plan off of the back of this. Africa Invest understands its role as providing employment, creating economy and reducing food costs in poor rural communities, and is gathering support from NGOs to assist with the structural society changes that need to be implemented. The baseline surveys for example, identified issues with literacy, pre and post natal health for women, and nutrition as key worries for the communities. We have commenced work on literacy and nutrition, but are seeking support from the NGO Sector to help with the health issues. What is exciting for NGOs is that this work will be 

done in a region with economic growth as a sustainable backdrop.

From September 2009, Africa invest will commence building similar businesses focused on internal staple food security in 7 new countries.’

Duncan Parker
DParker@cruim.com

__________________________________

Eden Project - Gardens for Life has continued and - prior to launching a major web platform for the programme and the partners (June 2009) small scale recruitment of schools in Gambia and Singapore has gone ahead.  The biggest action has been launching Gardens for Life in the USA in partnership with the National Gardening Association of America.  The first schools to join up have been in North Carolina and Georgia.

Several Eden team members are currently in Kosovo working on the Eden element of the Manchester Peace Park project and evolving the programme in the community through arts, performance and storytelling.
Mentoring of sustainable city projects in Australia and South Africa have continued as has participation in a number of international networks dealing with sustainable development, climate change, biodiversity and social recovery.
 

Work continues with the post-mining initiative, with Eden staff visits and consultation in a number of countries and regions from North America to Eastern Europe and China.
Similarly, Eden staff continue to be involved in biodiversity recovery schemes as wide spread as Seychelles, Argentina and Southern Africa.
 

Visits and exchanges from students have continued through our partnership with Earth University in Costa Rica.
 Howard Jones

howard.jones@edenproject.com

__________________________________

Achievers International is an online enterprise project for students, encouraging them to understand international trading. A group of students and their teacher form a company, and import and export goods with a partner school overseas.  Students gain an insight into how businesses are formed and managed, and increase their awareness and understanding of other cultures and citizenship. It provides a practical learning context for teaching business studies and modern languages, and promotes the development of ICT skills. Originally created in Scotland in 1995, the Enterprise Education Trust took over the running of Achievers in 2007 and has since redeveloped the programme. It was re-launched in November during Global Entrepreneurship Week at both the British Embassy in Berlin and the German Embassy in London.

Recently we have been continually developing the programme and website, as well as helping to ensure that the new school partnerships are successful. We are also signing up schools for next academic years programme and establishing strategic partnerships to help make Achievers available to more schools in more countries.

Other activity has included a Fair Trade - Trade Fair held at Beacon Hill High School in Blackpool. They have been importing handmade jewellery from Noonkodin Secondary School in Tanzania and held an event to help promote ethical trading and their products.

We have also been involved in supporting a series of international conferences for students in partnership with European Study Tours, the most recent of which was held at the UN Headquarters in New York on 23 March. These are designed to bring students face to face with high profile speakers who leave a lasting impression.

You can read our recent news in more detail on our website.

Max Larcombe

max@enterprise-education.org.uk

www.achieversinternational.org

East London NHS Foundation Trust

The Heartsounds Project (called Enkuba Yomutima in Uganda) involved a group of recovered mental health service users and service user champions meeting their counterparts and helping East London NHS Foundation Trust, Hackney and City Mind, Ugandan Mental Health Services, Uganda Schizophrenia Fellowship and Mental Health Uganda to plan future work together.  The project involved a two week visit in October 2008 to Uganda by a group of 6 East London service user champions.

This innovative project was a demonstration of the commitment of all parties to ensuring the voice of those who experience mental illness is paramount in any North-South development work.  It was a vibrant and energetic two week visit.  At Butabika Hospital (the national mental health referral hospital of Uganda), staff, patients and community leaders came together to share stories and hopes for the future.  Further conferences were held in Jinja and Masaka and included introductions to Ugandan drama groups and user organisations.  

Several football matches were organised to celebrate the place of leisure in recovery from mental illness and the group visited a traditional healer to better understand local views on mental 
health.  The two week visit culminated in the Ugandan Minister of Health joining a celebration of the user voice at Butabika Hospital.  And the learning continues.  The Heartsounds website (www.heartsounds.ning.com) is providing a forum for discussion between Ugandan and UK service users and staff and the two week trip was captured in a documentary film that will be incorporated into City University courses for health professionals.  

Cerdic Hall
cerdic.hall@eastlondon.nhs.uk

Feed the Minds – Developing our networks

Peacebuilding, Healing and Reconciliation Programme, Kenya, Omid-e-Mehr Foundation, Iran and Impact Counselling Centre, India are all partners of Feed the Minds which works with over 30 grass roots organisations in the Global South, many but not all of which are faith-based.  

Literacy is at the core of our work: we see it as means of people being empowered and enabled to gain skills and knowledge to take control of their lives and improve their material and spiritual well-being.  Our projects address the desire for basic education and functional literacy, and are often strongly linked to vocational training, 
civic education, health awareness and peacebuilding. This way, participants gain skills with a purpose which is relevant to their circumstances and which can help them tackle key challenges in their lives.

Feed the Minds is relatively new to encouraging closer links between our partners in the Global South and our UK regional groups, however, since the adoption of a new strategy in mid 2008 Feed the Minds is building stronger links with our long terms partners in the Global South to share knowledge and expertise.  November 2008 saw us take our first steps towards this with the organisation’s most interactive AGM since it inception over 40 years ago which brought together our donors, beneficiaries and partners, allowing us to share stories and learning to help further our work and create long last partnerships.  

Learning like this is invaluable to the work of the Feed the Minds and 2009 will see a continuation of this work. In the UK Feed the Minds has a network of regional groups which raise both the profile and funds of the charity, as we move through this year we hope to partner more of these groups with some of our longer terms partners. These links will help our supporters understand the work that they are funding, but more importantly it will build relationships and provide a route for a better exchange of knowledge and learning. 

Katy Newell-Jones - Programme Director 

knewell-jones@feedtheminds.org

__________________________________

Longstanding BUILD member Mike Waldron, in his capacity as MD of inter-pares associates, the diversity and inter cultural consultancy set up in 2007, has just returned from a whistle stop tour of North East Europe.

Commenting on his return from Copenhagen this weekend, Mike said “I am getting to know the Danish approach to diversity rather well- it differs from that in the UK, which is understandable- and working with organizations like the Danish Red Cross and NyDansker [New Danes] I have been able to gain an insight into a different context, and hopefully add something to theirs” Mike was in Denmark to deliver a keynote speech to the Kopenhagen Kommune, the Municipal Government of Copenhagen.  He will head this weekend, for Helsinki, where he is facilitating an inter-cultural training event for young leaders from around Europe, and taking part in a panel debate on the future direction of dialogue in Europe.

Mike spent mid-March in the beautiful city of Krakow, where he helped organize the final valedictory Congress for LOFT [A Leap of Faith Together] at the flagship programme for the European Year of Inter cultural Dialogue strand- Living Together, co designed and delivered with the British Council, and to which inter-pares have been strategic consultants. 

LOFT, [an idea which was developed during a BUILD visit to Gambia,] has supported 90 young potential social entrepreneurs, from 9 South European countries, including Bosnia-Herzegovina, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Israel, Georgia and Macedonia. Each LoFT national team travelled to a partner country and hosted a sister team from overseas, whilst engaging in community projects and personal development activities. Commenting on the Congress, Mike said, “it feels strange to be here, amongst so much energy and potential, we have been privileged to be midwives to a very powerful network of future leaders, from across communities, faith, cultural and national borders-We know that LoFT graduates are going to change the world.”
The LoFT team in Sarajevo, has been invited to become the fully-fledged youth wing of the prestigious and influential BiH Inter-Religious Council, and have met the President, Foreign Minister, US Ambassador and senior religious leaders.

Earlier in the Spring, Mike spoke on the UK position on diversity and intercultural dialogue at DOX, the Copenhagen International Documentary film festival, where he learnt, inter alia, much about the Danish position on international development.  This was followed by an invitation from the Norwegian government to brief their Integration Ministerial team, on the key issues on the inter-cultural agenda in UK. 

This level may be bad for his carbon footprint, but Mike is learning a lot about the different ways our future generations are planning to embrace diversity, tackle exclusion and combat intolerance. “I am” he says, “more optimistic about our successor generations than when I began my travels, and look forward to seeing the impact of our nascent links across Europe.”      


Mike Waldron takes part in a BBC World Service live broadcast on multiculturalism, at the British Council’s Living Together [LoFT] European Summit.
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Strategic Objective


‘Advocate at individual, public and political levels, on behalf of cross-cultural community linking’





Strategic Objective


‘Promote and support good practice in community linking’





Strategic objective


‘Bring these global links into the mainstream of UK life’





BUILD Meetings





Tuesday 21 April 2009


All party parliamentary group meeting in Committee Room 13, House of Commons at 2pm followed immediately by a full BUILD members meeting





Friday 8 – Saturday 9 May 2009


“Building Partnerships for Peace” conference in Yaoundé, Cameroon





Monday 29 – Tuesday 30 June 2009


2 day meeting at Charney Manor, Nr Wantage, Oxfordshire





Thursday 10 September 2009


Members meeting and Annual General Meeting (venue to be confirmed)





Other meetings of interest





Saturday 9 May 2009 - Geneva


Stakeholders meeting prior to the Commonwealth Health Ministers Meeting





Monday 15 – Thursday 18 June 2009 – Kuala Lumpur


Stakeholders meeting prior to the Commonwealth Education Ministers Meeting





Sunday 22 – Thursday 26 November 2009 – Trinidad and Tobago


Commonwealth People’s Forum prior to the CHOGM.  “Partnering for a More Equitable and Sustainable Future”
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